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1. Introduction
This Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report has been prepared to guide the Sustainability
Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SA) for this project. It sets the context
and objectives, and establishes the baseline and scope of the sustainability appraisal and
will be used to assess the extent to which the NDP policies will contribute to sustainable
development in the area.
Guidance to assist in the completion of the sustainability appraisal and the SA has been
sought from:





A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (ODPM, 2005).
Online Official Sustainability Appraisal Guidance (PAS) 2013).1
Wiltshire Council the Local Planning Authority.
Environmental Assessment of Neighbourhood Plans: a guide for Wiltshire’s parish and
town councils (Wiltshire Council, March 2013).

The NDP has relied on evidence and guidance from local plans like the Wiltshire Emerging
Core Strategy, the Kennet Local Plan, the Partnership Community Plan and the Village
Design Statement.
In accordance with the Government’s Localism Act 2012 Pewsey Parish Council set up a
Working Group to write a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) for Pewsey Parish and
those other parishes in the Community Area who wished to be involved. This is to achieve a
moderate amount of development within the settlement boundary to provide both residential
and employment needs for the community in accordance with the requirements set out in the
Core Strategy. The objectives may be covered by the following headings:
 To manage development by means of the NDP in line with the Core Strategy and the
wishes of the local community.
 To ensure Pewsey maintains its role as an area Service Provider.
 To ensure that all utility infrastructure meets the requirements of any future
development.
 To maintain and enhance the current green areas and sporting facilities.
 To enhance the economic sustainability of the village.
The area covered is Pewsey Parish however, following consultation with Wiltshire Council all
the other parish councils in the Community area were asked if they wished to take part. The
following list of parish councils, all of whom are adjacent or near to Pewsey parish, were
interested and wished to be kept informed of progress. This has been done by, in some
cases, a representative attending the meetings of the NDP Working Group but in all cases
the circulation of all the NDP papers. These parishes are all termed Primary Consultees and
may offer their comments for consideration particularly on matters that directly affect their
area. They are not however included in the area covered by the plan:









1

Easton Royal.
Woodborough.
Grafton
Manningford
Alton Barnes
Chirton
Wilcot and Huish
Rushall
North Newton

http://www.pas.gov.uk/pas/core/page.do?pageId=152450

2

Although the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and SA processes are separate they have a high
degree of overlap. Guidance suggests an integrated approach can be followed so the
sustainability appraisal incorporates the SA. This involves extending the breadth of the
environmental issues required to be considered under the sustainability appraisal. This
report addresses the requirements of both the sustainability appraisal and SA
simultaneously and gives full consideration to environmental, social and economic matters.
The UK Government’s policy definition of sustainability and the five principles set out in their
publication ‘Securing the Future: Delivering the UK Sustainability Development Strategy
(2005)’ are agreed and followed in this appraisal and assessment.
A map of the Community Area can be found at Appendix 5
A map of Pewsey Parish is at Appendix 6
2. Methodology
The methodology adopted for completing this report is in accordance with the guidance set
out by the then Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) and provided by the Planning
Advisory Service (PAS). Advice has been taken from Wiltshire Council Sustainability
Appraisal Scoping Report and the Core Strategy and similar methodology used.
Meeting legal Requirements
There is no legal requirement to undertake a sustainability appraisal for a neighbourhood
plan. This has been established through recent advice and guidance from Communities and
Local Government (CLG) and the Planning Advisory Service (PAS) However, assessing the
social, economic and environmental effects of a neighbourhood plan is good practice, can
help improve its overall sustainability and ensure that a wider range of sustainability
considerations inform its development. It may also enable the needs of a wider cross-section
of the local community to be met through the neighbourhood planning process.
There is a legal requirement to consider the need to carry out a Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SA) on plans which are determined likely to have significant environmental
effects. This is in accordance with EU Directive 2001/42/EC “On the assessment of the
effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment”, also known as the SA
Directive. The SA Directive was transposed in England through The Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
It is considered that, because of the likely content of the Pewsey Neighbourhood Plan,
including setting the framework for the future development consent of projects, the allocation
of potential development sites and the size of the geographical area that the plan covers,
there is the likelihood of significant environmental effects and therefore an SA will be
undertaken throughout the plans preparation.
The requirements of the SA Directive that this report meets are outlined below and at the
beginning of the sections following:
SA Directive 2001/42/EC legal requirements: Setting the context and objectives,
establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope.
The environment Report shall include information on (inter alia):
“The relationship (of the plan or programme) with other relevant plans and programmes”
(Annex 1a)
“The environment protection objectives, established at international, European Community
or national level. Which are relevant to the plans or programme and the way those objectives
and any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation”
(Annex 1e)
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“Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof
without implementation of the plan or programmes” and “the environmental characteristics of
areas likely to be significantly affected” Annex 1b and c)
“ Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or programme
including, in particular, those relating to any areas of particular environmental importance,
such as areas designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC” (Annex 1 d)
“The authorities which, by reason of their environmental responsibilities, are likely to be
concerned by the environmental effects of implementing plans or programmes, shall be
consulted when deciding on the scope and level of detail of the information which must be
included in the environmental report” (Article 5.4 and 6.3)
Scope of this report
The scoping procedure will set out collected information from various sources, objectives
and comparisons which can be used in the compilation of the Plan. This is the method used
by the LA and advised by the ODPM and PAS.
To establish key issues information will be collected by the following means:
 Identifying relevant Plans, Policies and Programmes.
 Compiling baseline information.
 Identifying key sustainability and environmental issues and problems.
 Establishing appraisal objectives and a sustainability appraisal framework.
Following this initial scoping process a Sustainability Appraisal Report will be published for
consultation alongside the NDP. This will assess the likely significant effects of the NDP and
reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and geographical scope of the
plan.
The topic areas selected for the scoping report have been drawn from those used by the LA
in their procedures used when compiling the Core Strategy with some additions suitable for
Pewsey area. Sustainability guidance requires that any inter-relationship between topic
areas should be taken into consideration and addressed in the report. The sustainability
topics considered in this report encompass those required by the SA Directive but include
wider social and economic considerations.
The SA Directive 2001/42/EC requires an assessment of:
“The likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues such as biodiversity,
population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets,
cultural heritage including architectural heritage, landscape and the interrelationship
between the above factors.”
The topic areas selected, including those relating to economic and social considerations are:











Biodiversity
Land and soil resources
Water resources and flood risk
Air quality and Environmental pollution
Climatic factors
Historic environment
Landscape
Population and housing
Community wellbeing and health
Education and skills etc.
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 Service centre provision
 Transport
 Economy and enterprise.
The report sections below are summarized as follows:







Identification and list relevant plans, policies and programmes.
Baseline Information.
Key environmental and sustainability issues.
Sustainability Appraisal framework.
Community consultation.
Next steps.

3. Identification of relevant policies plans and programmes.
SA Directive 2001/42/EC requires consideration of:
“The relationship with other relevant plans and programmes”
“The environment protect objectives, established at international, Community or Member
State level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those objectives and
any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation”
(Annex1(a) and (e)
A comprehensive review has been undertaken and account taken of those relevant policies,
plans and documents which have an influence on the production of an NDP for Pewsey and
surrounding area. This review was undertaken to ensure that the up to date policies and the
sustainability and environmental issues currently published by other organisations which
affect or influence the NDP area were considered when compiling the plan. A brief resume
of these publications and their key points is to be found at Appendix 1.
Those policies, plans and programmes reviewed are:
 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
 Wiltshire Core Strategy Pre-Submission Document 2012
 Wiltshire Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2011-2026 Appendix ? Community Area Delivery
Schedules – Pewsey.
 Kennet district Local Plan 2011
 River Avon Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Strategy 2003
 Wiltshire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 2008
 The Hampshire Avon Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy for Wiltshire 2006
 SW River Basin Management Plan
 Hampshire Avon Catchment Flood Management Plan
 Ground Water Protection: Principles and Practice
 An Air Quality Strategy for Wiltshire 2006
 Wiltshire and Swindon Waste Local plan 2011
 Wiltshire and Swindon Minerals Local Plan 2001
 Strategy for Historic Environment in the South West 2004
 Wiltshire Renewable Energy Action Plan
 Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2006/7-2010/11
 Kennet Landscape Conservation Strategy 2004
 North Wessex Downs AONB Management Plan
 Kennet District Council Housing Strategy 2004-2008
 A Strategy for Health, Kennet District Council 2004
 Pewsey Community Area Plan: The Future 2008-2018 Pewsey Community
Resources Feasibility Study and Pewsey: A Working Village
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 Pewsey Parish Council’s Annual Business Plan 2004-2012
 Pewsey Village Design Statement
 Pewsey Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Proposals 2007
4. Baseline Information
SA Directive 2001/42/EC requires consideration of:
“The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof
without the implementation of the plan or programme and the environmental characteristics
of areas likely to be significantly affected” (Annex 1(b) and (c)
“Baseline” means the characteristics of the current situation and important trends in the area
covered by the plan. The collection of baseline information ensures that the sustainability
appraisal process is based on sound evidence and provides the basis for prediction and
monitoring of environmental and sustainability effects of the plan.
Collecting data from existing known sources was encouraged rather than undertaking any
original reSArch. A practical approach to the collection of baseline information is essential as
there will be opportunities to update the sustainability appraisal scoping work as further
consultation is undertaken. Gaps in data may be identified and in this process; local people,
developers, advisors and statutory consultees will provide information and feedback which
will inform the neighbourhood plan as it progresses.
This section of the report outlines a summary of the environmental and sustainability
baseline information for the Pewsey area, set out by sustainability topic. This information will
provide the basis for understanding what the key sustainability issues are and will influence
the type of environmental and sustainability objectives that are chosen for the ongoing
assessment of the neighbourhood plan.
Without the implementation of a local Neighbourhood Plan haphazard evolution of
uncontrolled planning could have detrimental effects on the environment, in particular the
AONB and Pewsey’s Conservation area. Similarly local knowledge of the socio/economic
requirements detail complement and add to the Core Strategy overarching policies. It is
important that the NDP adds to and supplements the Core Strategy with policies that will
enhance the local area and provide the detail gathered from community consultation.
Many unlisted buildings that contribute towards local character by means of local materials
and design vernacular are considered worthy of preservation in addition to those specifically
‘Listed’. New development will need to preserve such features and build contributors to local
character and ensure that new development respects the context in terms of form, scale,
materials and local design features.
The important points gathered from the review are set out below.
Following on from this section key environmental and sustainability issues are identified and
set out at Appendix 2.
Biodiversity
Pewsey village is situated at the eastern end of Pewsey Vale in the centre of an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The parish has two areas of special natural interest;
part of Jones’ Mill, an area of water meadows and the Scotchel, a nature reserve in the
centre of the village. The river Avon runs through both these features supporting a wide
variety of flora and fauna. These nature reserves are both Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSIs).
Pewsey Down to the south of the village is a chalk escarpment and is a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) and is a National Nature Reserve.
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There are green areas in the village set aside and protected by Parish Council policy for a
variety of uses by the community. These include: recreation, allotments and sports grounds
which require protection from development.
The centre of Pewsey village has been designated a conservation area for some twelve
years, this has since been reviewed and slightly increased. Although this area is not
absolved from all development, whatever is proposed has to be in keeping with the
surroundings and suitably balanced architecturally.
The river Avon and the Kennet and Avon Canal, both vital protected assets, are dealt with
below under water resources.
Land and soil resources
The Vale of Pewsey is a nationally recognised geographical feature. The floor of the valley is
largely greensand whilst the escarpments to the north and south are chalk grassland.
Pewsey lies between Marlborough Downs to the north and Pewsey Downs, a part of
Salisbury Plain, to the south. This is a predominately rural setting in the centre of land used
for agricultural purposes. The area is composed of grades 1, 2 and 3 agricultural land which
make up 76.29% (DEFRA 2008) agricultural land in the former Kennet District Council,
which covered the Vale.
Pewsey is designated a Service Centre by the Core Strategy and as such has a settlement
development boundary.
There are no (known) mineral resources in this area featured in the Wiltshire and Swindon
Minerals Local plan 2001.
There is one waste infill site to the south of the village and a possible site for recycling
collection and redistribution planned at the industrial site on Salisbury Road.
NPPF and Local Authority policy to use previously developed land for development is
strongly supported by the Parish Council.
Water Resources and Flood Risk
The source of the Hampshire river Avon is just to the east of Pewsey from where it flows
through a series of historic, protected water meadows, through Pewsey and then across the
Vale south via a valley in Salisbury Plain onwards into Hampshire and beyond. The integrity
of this river system has to be protected from inappropriate development or its effects.
Abstraction is already a concern and has to be strictly controlled and a balance maintained
so that the aquatic environment is not harmed and the need for water reasonably satisfied.
The Kennet and Avon Canal runs east/west through Pewsey parish. It is noted for its
industrial, cultural, landscape, ecological and tourism values. It has a catalytic role in the
attraction of visitors to the area and this must be recognised.
The risk of flooding in Pewsey is not great. However it is important that any new
development manages the impact of surface water among other risks. Any development
proposed should be formally assessed for the possibility of flooding and suitable precautions
taken to minimise any possible adverse effects.
Air Quality and Environmental Pollution
Air quality in the county has improved year on year which is important in this rural area.
Traffic emissions are a major source of pollution. The main A345 which bisects Pewsey
parish is not an officially designated north south freight route and this should be maintained
in an effort to reduce air and noise pollution, the same can be said of the east west A342
route. Traffic management can make a significant contribution to reducing exhaust
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emissions and any development should not attract the constant use of large heavy vehicles
apart from essential collection and delivery.
Excessive noise will have an adverse effect on the environment and the quality of life
enjoyed by the community. Its impact is a material consideration when determining planning
applications.
Light pollution, although not a present problem should always be considered when any new
development might contaminate the current low levels of artificial night light. The local
authority’s current policy of turning off or diming street lighting during silent hours has gone a
long way in reducing night light pollution.
Climate Change.
The evidence for climate change is now overwhelming and there is little doubt that a rise in
global temperature is partly the result of increased human generated gas emissions.
Predicted global temperature rises range from 1.1 to 6.4 degrees. This may well increase the
risk of flood and storm damage as weather patterns become more unpredictable.
Planning policies should continue to focus on mitigation and adaption to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and the monitoring by the local authority of the current levels noted.
The opportunity to use renewable energy exists but should not be at the expense of the
AONB. New buildings should always employ energy efficient devices and be built to the
highest eco efficient standards available. This policy should continue.
Historic Environment
It is generally known that Wiltshire is an area of exceptional archaeological interest and
Pewsey also has a significant and valuable heritage that the community strongly desires to
protect and, where appropriate, enhance. Nearby features include the White Horse,
Swanborough Tump and areas of medieval importance in and around the village. However it
is the character of the conservation area as well as the many listed buildings contained in
Pewsey that are of greatest importance to the Neighbourhood Plan.
The local heritage assets require effective protection. They are valuable in their own right as
recognised by the NPPF, but contribute significantly to the attractive character of Pewsey
and underpin both quality of life and an important appeal to tourists.
Statutory protection is of course afforded to listed buildings and conservation areas.
However, the Neighbourhood Plan makes it clear that these and other aspects of the built
environment are cherished by the local community. New development will therefore be
required to take account of this in terms of scale, location, materials and design quality of
any proposals.
The centre of Pewsey and part of Wilcot Road is a designated Conservation Area. Any
development in the Conservation area must conform to the surrounding architecture, it is
vitally important that the character of this old Wiltshire village is not altered by inappropriate
development.
In addition to a variety of listed buildings, in Ball Corner, the High Street and Market place
there are unlisted buildings of ‘important character’. Add to this, monuments such as King
Alfred and green recreational areas like the Scotchell and the Grove which together make up
a quite distinctive village encompassing the conservation area. This mixture presents a
sense of place unique to the eastern end of Pewsey Vale, an individual village in a rural
setting which must be preserved. The Village Design Statement (VDS) amply describes and
supports the importance of ensuring that any development is appropriate in terms of
location, impact on the historic scene and the village character. Development proposals will
be expected to comply with the VDS.
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The Landscape
The famous rolling chalk downs to the north and south of Pewsey Vale are immediately
recognised local landscape features of this AONB. Another significant influence on local
character I made by river Avon, which rises in and flows through this eastern end of the Vale
before cutting through the south downs to Hampshire.
The river Avon rises in and flows through this eastern end of the Vale before cutting through
the south downs to Hampshire.
The historically important Royal Savernake forest lies immediately to the north west whilst
the remainder of the area is composed of small villages and prime agricultural land.
The main purpose of the AONB designation is to conserve and enhance the natural beauty
of the landscape and crucially to maintain its openness and low level of development with
secondary aims of meeting the need for quiet enjoyment of the countryside and the interests
of those who live and work there.
It is a prime aim of the Neighbourhood Plan to protect the AONB and any development
application that affects the AONB, whether located within it or not, should be accompanied
by a detailed assessment of landscape character demonstrating the impact of the proposals.
Population and Housing
Pewsey village has a population of around 3500 of whom 50% are 45 or older. Those over
65 amount to 21.9% and this elderly proportion is slowly increasing.
Local authority statistics forecast an increase of 9300 in the population of Kennet District,
which covers the whole of Pewsey Vale and includes the town of Devizes, by 2026.
There are two recent developments of some size within the village: the Bloor estate of some
120 houses and the Whatley development of 57 accommodations which was started in
2012. Both these developments provide both mixed and affordable housing.
Other smaller developments have, over recent years, been built on windfall sites within the
settlement boundary. These also have provided small one or two bedroom houses in some
instances.
It is current Core Strategy and Parish Council policy that social housing will form a part of
any new development. It is also their policy that development will remain within the
settlement boundary.
The number of dwellings set out for Pewsey Community Area in the core Strategy is
accepted as the current target, Core Policy 18 refers.
There is provision for the accommodation of the elderly in Manor Court, Edwardian Court
and Meadow Court. However they do not offer professional care in situ and it has been
suggested that a nursing home in the village would be a helpful addition to care locally for
the ailing elderly.
Community Wellbeing and Health
Local authority indicators show that although general health is improving, an ageing
population may have implications for the provision of services, housing and recreation.
The Pewsey Leisure Centre and Youth Development (SHAK) Centres are due for a major
refurbishment under the WC Campus project which aims to centralise local authority
services at various hubs throuthout the county. The project is being led by local people and
is intended to sustain these facilities for the next twenty five years plus. In addition to youth
and leisure , the campus project will include various facilities for adult support and advice
and for direct access to the police and to WC officers on a range of issues. It is also intended
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to integrate physically with Pewsey Vale School to provide future access to local adult
education and skills training, via a common reception area. A wheeled Sports facility will be
central to the improved youth provision. The notional opening date is presently Spring 2015
There are at least six sports clubs which provide excellent facilities for the village and
surrounding area i.e. football, rugby, bowls, tennis, badminton and running most of which
have well attended junior sections. Similarly there are many social clubs and societies for
example: Gardening, History, U3A, WI and the Country Market indicating the health and
strength of local community feeling. There is also the Heritage Centre which displays a wide
and comprehensive range of social and economic artefacts gathered from the immediate
area over time. This building is to benefit from development planning gain and will receive
much needed refurbishment.
Primary health care is provided by the one GP surgery and two dental practices. Secondary
health care is provided mainly at the Great Western Hospital, Swindon and at the local
Savernake cottage hospital. Sheltered care for the elderly is outlined in the above
paragraph.
The Pewsey Police Station is open for one morning a week and this houses two
Neighbourhood Police teams which cover the whole community area. There is a retained
Fire Brigade situated in the village centre.
Education and Skills
Education is provided by Pewsey Primary School and a cluster of five surrounding village
primary schools. There is also one private primary school, St Francis, on the outskirts of the
Pewsey village.
Pewsey Vale School and St John’s Marlborough provide the area’s secondary education. It
can be seen that many children living in this rural area have to travel some distance to their
school.
Sixth form education is only to be found locally at St John’s that is unless pupils attend
Marlborough College or Dauntsey’s school for private education, at some cost.
Following the closure of Urchfont Manor there is no further or adult education locally the
nearest being at Swindon or Salisbury.
Locally run informal U3A provides a useful facility for the older population and covers a wide
range of subjects and skills.
Apprenticeships are encouraged to harness new talent, to assist local businesses and to
promote skills.
Service Centre Provision
Pewsey is a service centre for the area and is designated as such in the Wiltshire Core
Strategy.
There is a centrally situated super market and a variety of retail outlets mainly clustered
around the Market Square, North Street, River Street and High Street. There is continual
pressure to change the use of these shops and to turn them into residences. This is in the
face of Wiltshire Core Strategy and NPPF policy which support maintaining village and town
centres and is strongly opposed by the Parish Council which wishes to maintain and
enhance the vitality of the village shopping area.
The village provides services such as a bank, post office, solicitors, chemist, estate agents,
funeral directors, two garages plus a petrol station, bespoke furniture makers, and the health
and educational facilities already mentioned. There is space to attract more of both retail and
offices and an improvement in the retail offer of the village is an aim of the neighbourhood
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plan, with a view to enhancing self-containment as well as boosting the role of Pewsey as a
local service centre.
Three churches cater for the spiritual needs of the community.
The police and fire and rescue station are in the centre of the village almost co-located; this
is very important for the fire service that works on a retained basis and need to be within
easy call.
Transport
Roads:
The area has, because of its rural nature, a network of country lanes, tracks and by-ways
many of which evolved from old drovers’ routes. These are unsuitable for coping with high
levels of modern traffic the volume of which is steadily increasing, particularly the ever larger
HGVs which cause considerable damage to these narrow ways. Any development that
increases traffic flow substantially will not be supported by local Parish councils especially in
the surrounding villages. It is therefore important that any new development does not
exacerbate the situation and, if at all possible, by enhancing self-containment, actually
reduces the traffic. This can be achieved by incorporating or supporting facilities that make it
less necessary to travel, such as leisure, retail, education and health facilities. The A345
runs north/south through the Parish but is not a designated freight route. It is however used
by HGVs whose SatNavs do not discriminate and ignore the type and condition of the road
which creates many problems associated with heavy vehicle usage.
Those who live in the area are heavily dependent on cars especially as the bus service is
often infrequent. Any new development has to recognise and cater for this problem.
Support for sustainable transport will be required in development proposals..
There are good footpaths but no cycle paths so the bicycle is not often used as an
alternative to the car. This could change as fuel prices increase and suitable provision
should be made in any new development.
Parking in the village has traditionally been free. The only parking charged for is at the
station, so, not unnaturally, commuters park elsewhere in the village which can cause
problems.
This feature is a very important asset to the local economy and must continue. It must be
able to cope with additional demand from new development which will be expected to
contribute to local parking needs as appropriate in each case. The Parish Council has
negotiated with the County Council to take over two large existing car parks and they intend
to continue to offer free parking.
Rail:
The Great Western rail line, between Paddington and Penzance, runs through Pewsey with
a journey time to London of about an hour. This makes commuting to London quite feasible
and there are many who make this daily journey. There is a suggestion that the forthcoming
franchise competition could lead to changes in the timetable even a reduction of the number
of direct train to London stopping at Pewsey. Any attempt to reduce this service to the
detriment of local commuters will be strongly resisted. The Neighbourhood Plan sees
retention of a rail service, and indeed enhancement of facilities as important objectives.
Local bus services connect with arrival and departure of trains and it is important that this
practice continues and that quality of service and facilities continues to improve.
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Canal:
The Kennet and Avon Canal runs east/west through Pewsey with moorings at Pewsey
Wharf. Today very little freight is carried but there is a thriving traffic of ‘boat people’ and
tourists who have hired barges for their holiday. Many tie up at the Wharf and take
advantage of the services offered in Pewsey village. Therefore the maintenance and
management of this historic waterway is most important to the local economy. The canal
bank between Pewsey Wharf and Milk House Water badly needs maintenance and
development proposals may be required to contribute towards this.
The Economy and Enterprise
Pewsey has always been known as ‘a working village’ with a range of assorted small
businesses and entrepreneurs which provide employment for those who live and work in
the area. The Neighbourhood Plan regards this as an asset, as is keen to attract appropriate
new employers and protect and expand employment land.
There are two employment sites: Salisbury Road and Fordbrook Estate and although not
completely full they are reaching their capacity. It is therefore important to identify new sites
to allow for expansion and to attract new businesses for local employment. The provision of
accommodation for employment use will help the private sector when jobs are needed for
those who wish to work in Pewsey and who may live in houses built in any new
development.
The village centre has one supermarket and a selection of retail shops and offices and it is
vital that these facilities are retained. It is important that Pewsey maintains and if possible
enhances its role as a service centre and, to this end, proposals to develop the village centre
with new and improved outlets would be considered favourably. Mixed use development
would be most acceptable. For example imaginative buildings designed with residential
facilities as well as retail and or business. It is however important that any such development
fits with the village design as appropriate to the conservation area and street scene.
The area surrounding Pewsey and other villages in the vale is primarily agricultural there
are, however, examples of farming diversification which provide local employment and add
to the economy.
Tourism is an important part of the local economy visitors being attracted to the beautiful
landscape with its historic features, the Kennet and Avon canal, Savernake forest and the
general peace and quiet of the Wiltshire countryside. This element of the economy should be
encouraged and developed if possible. There is a recognised need for more tourist
accommodation which might be a hotel, B&B’s or holiday lets.
5 Key sustainability and environmental issues and problems
The SA Directive 2001/42/EC requires consideration of:
“Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or programme
including, in particular, those relating to areas of a particular environmental importance, such
as areas designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC (Annex 1d)
This stage of the scoping report is concerned with identifying key environmental and
sustainability issues and leads on from the collection of baseline information at Section 4.
These issues may be defined as both problems and opportunities, identifying these issues
aid the understanding of matters which need addressing. This builds on the sustainability
process and helps identify sustainability objectives and indicators.
Many of the sustainability issues described in this section have been identified following the
review of policies, plans and programmes (Section 34 and Appendix 1) and through the
collection of baseline information (Section 4). However the role of the community is also very
12

important when identifying environmental and sustainability issues, consultation (Section 6
and Appendix 4) will therefore provide additional information that can be added to the
version of the report. This also applies to any other information that comes to light as a part
of the process.
Key issues identified are at Appendix 2.
6 The Sustainability Framework.
The Sustainability Appraisal Framework consists of sustainability objectives which provide a
way in which the effects of the neighbourhood plan can be described, analysed and
compared. While not specifically required by the SA Directive, objectives are a recognised
way of considering the effects of a plan and comparing the affects of alternatives.
The proposed environmental and sustainability objectives have been developed and are an
important part of the sustainability appraisal process and are a main tool in testing the plan
to ensure that it delivers sustainable development.
Sustainability appraisal objectives are different in concept and purpose from the objectives of
the neighbourhood plan, though there is a degree of overlap. They are not necessarily
intended to be achievable, but are more aspirational in nature, addressing the full crosssection of sustainability issues. The proposed environmental and sustainability objectives
are intentionally broad in nature and they are supported by a series of decision aiding
questions which are listed in the following table. Environmental and sustainability indicators
are also outlined in this table which can be used to inform the assessment process.
The Sustainability Appraisal Framework Table is at Appendix 3
7 Consultation on the Scoping Report
The SA Directive 2001/42/EC requires consultation with:
“Authorities with environmental responsibility when deciding on the scope and level of detail
of the information to be included in the environmental report (Article 5.4)”
To meet the requirements of the SA Directive, the views of the SA environmental
consultation bodies (English Heritage, Natural England and the Environmental Agency) have
been sought on the scope and level of detail of the environmental information to be included
in the Sustainability Appraisal Report.
It was also considered desirable and appropriate for other stakeholders to be consulted, with
a balance between those concerned with social, environmental and economic issues.
This process has been central to plan preparation and the e findings of the consultation with
the statutory bodies and other stakeholders have been reflected and incorporated into this
report and are presented at Appendix. 4.
8 Next Steps
Future sustainability appraisal work on the NDP will be carried out as set out in the official
SA guidance.
As the draft neighbourhood plan develops, the information contained within this scoping
report will inform the assessment of options. In other words, the suitability of policy will be
tested at all stages by a robust sustainability framework. A formal Sustainability Appraisal
Report will then be published alongside future drafts of the neighbourhood plan for public
consultation.
The structure of the subsequent Sustainability Appraisal Report will follow closely that
already published by Wiltshire Council and as highlighted in the aforementioned guidance.
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Appendix 1
The Publication, Plans and Programmes Reviewed by Topic with the Key Points
Extracted
1.

Biodiversity.
a. The River Avon Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Strategy 2003.
This strategy indicates the importance of the River Avon and its tributaries and its
designation as a SAC for its rare and vulnerable flora and fauna.
Key Points/objectives
To ensure the sustainability and protection of the habitat of this area.
The plan needs to take note of this objective and any effects development might have
on the river Avon.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP.
As above
b. Wiltshire Biodiversity Action plan (BAP) 2008
This outlines a strategic framework for the conservation and enhancement of Wiltshire’s
habitats and species.
Key Points/objectives
The protection of arable farmland, ancient trees and chalk grasslands
The safeguarding of wildlife habitats from loss, degradation and fragmentation.
The protection of the river Avon, woodlands, chalk grasslands and agricultural land.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
These objectives provide guidance and are noted in the NDP as to the possible effects
on the environment in Pewsey.

2. Land and Soil resources.
a. Wiltshire and Swindon Minerals Local Plan 20021.
This provides a sustainable land-use planning policy framework for waste management
having regard to the best practicable options,
Key Points/objectives
This plan reflects current government and European waste management policy and
seeks to meet land use, planning needs and waste management until 2011.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
Provides advice on waste management facilities in the Pewsey area and a policy
background against which applications for mineral extraction would be judged.
3.

Water Resources and Flood Risk.
a. The Hampshire Avon Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy 2006.
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The River Avon is one of the most important chalk streams in the country supporting
rare and in some cases threatened species. The river and its ecology are currently
affected by a number of factors including human impacts.
Key Points/objectives
There is a need to manage water abstraction to balance the river water levels
throughout the year.
Encourage sustainable use of water resources and minimise the need to consume new
sources rather than make extra demands on the environment.
Use the opportunities offered by any new development to reduce causes and impact of
flooding.
Identify land at risk from flooding and carry out flood risk assessments.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
There are areas in Pewsey that are in the 1 in 100 flood risk areas which should be
taken account of when writing the NDP.
b. South West River Basin management Plan.
The South West River Basin Management Plan is about the pressures facing the
environment in this river basin district and the actions that will address them.
Key points/objectives.
Flood risk management.
Water quality/water resources.
Waste management.
Industry regulations.
Biodiversity.
Land contamination and soil.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP:
It is a source of information on how development might affect the River Avon, flood risk
standing advice.
The Environmental Agency Improvement Plan and access to the Environmental Agency
library.
c. Catchment Flood Management Plan (CFMP) – SW Region
The role of the CFMP is to establish flood risk management policies which will deliver
sustainable flood risk management for the long term.
Key points and objectives:
The potential risk to the river Avon from start to finish is estimated and a series of
policies set out according to the predicted risk.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP:
The flood risk to the upper Avon in the Pewsey area is low. In Sub area 2 – Upper Avon
and Wylye which encompasses Pewsey, Amesbury, Durrington, Codford St Mary.
Shrewton and Netheravon only approximately 400 houses are at any risk in the whole of
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this large area. Policy option 6 will apply and any potential risk will continued to be
monitored.
d. Ground Water Protection, Principles and Practice (GP3):
This document describes how to manage and protect groundwater, both now and in the
future.
Key points and objectives:
Ground water supplies much of the drinking water in England, and this document has
three main sections:
How to protect and manage groundwater.
Position statements and legislation
Technical information.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP:
Any NDP policy that might have an effect on groundwater should refer to this document.
4.

Air Quality and Environmental Resources.
a. An Air Quality Strategy for Wiltshire 2006
This provides annual data for air quality measurements across Wiltshire and an air
quality strategy.
Key points/objectives
Any development should comply with the strategy for air quality.
Account should be taken of air quality considerations when deciding planning
applications and in particular when an increase in traffic is concerned.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP:
The management of traffic increases is of importance to the NDP.

5.

Climate Factors.
a. Wiltshire Renewable Energy action Plan 2005.
This document sets out an action plan for the increase use of renewable energy across
the county.
It identifies the barriers to the deployment of renewable energy projects and seeks to
address the procurement of renewable energy and to encourage the use of energy
efficient buildings.
Key Points/objectives
All new homes to be zero carbon rated by 2016.
Secure, especially for rural development, the fullest possible use of sustainable
transport and reduce the need to travel particularly by car.
Promote the efficient use of energy whilst reducing energy demand.
Promote the energy efficient design of buildings and ensure that their location mitigates
the effects of climate change.
16

Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
The use of energy conservation will be stressed in the NDP and how renewable energy
should be applied to any developments
6.

Historic Environment.
a. Strategy for the Historic Environment in the South West 2004.
This strategy emphasizes the contribution of the historic environment , the quality of life
and culture of the region.
It sets out a vision for the management of these historic resources.
Key Points/objectives
Consider the historic environment and its sustainable management.
Promote the sensitive design of buildings appropriate to their location.
Promote the use of traditional conservation and management skills.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
Pewsey has areas of historic importance which require management and these
objectives will be reflected in the NDP.
b. Pewsey Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Proposals
2007

7.

Landscape
a. Kennet Landscape Conservation Strategy 2003
This strategy describes the main landscape character within Kennet District.
Key Points/objectives
Conserve the landscape which is of a high scenic quality and which is generally unspoilt
and in a good condition.
Repair landscapes which have been affected by intense farming, Dutch Elm diSAse and
non-agricultural activity.
Reduce visually intrusive development.
Protect and improve the quality of the countryside.
Identify opportunities to enhance the landscape.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
Pewsey is an AONB and has an important conservation area and should therefore note
these objectives.
b. North Wessex Downs AONB Management Plan 2009-2014.
This plan identifies issues affecting the management of the area and sets out how they
can be addressed.
It offers a vision of the future of the area and practical action to achieve it.
Key points/objectives
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Conserving and enhancing the landscape character, heritage and biodiversity within the
AONB.
Sustaining natural resources and promoting low carbon economy.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
As a. above
8:

Population and Housing.
c. Kennet District Council Housing Strategy 2004 – 2008
Building Strong Foundations, Wiltshire Housing Strategy 2011-2008
These are statements of how the District and County Councils will endeavour to fulfil
their housing duties.
Key Points/objectives
Provision of affordable housing
Improve the condition of local housing stock
Catering for an increasing elderly population
Provision for the travelling population
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
It is important to the NDP to follow the extant housing and development strategy as per
the above objectives.
d. Kennet District Local Plan
This plan contains the District Council’s policies and proposals for development and
land use to the year 2011 but extended to allow for the Wiltshire Core Strategy to be
adopted.
Key Points/objectives
Promotes settlement patterns in accordance with the then Regional Strategy based on
three main strategic towns or centres, Trowbridge, Salisbury and Chippenham.
Allocate sites for development
Set out policies for development management
Develop communities with local employment opportunities.
Improve viability and vitality of town centres.
Support local facilities in villages.
Aid the restructuring of rural economies by promoting and accommodating
diversification.
Facilitate the provision of appropriate levels of affordable housing.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
See a. above.
e. Wiltshire Core Strategy Pre-Submission Document 2012.
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This plan sets out Wiltshire’s strategic planning policy until 2026 including Pewsey
Community Area.
Key Points/objectives
The number of dwellings to be built in Pewsey Community Area by 2026 is 600 of which
315 have already been provided for leaving 285 to be identified.
Pewsey Parish as a designated Service Centre retains its Settlement Boundary. Core
Policies 1 &2 define the limits of development for Service Centres and Small Villages.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
The NDP will conform to the policy framework set out in the Core Strategy.
f. Wiltshire Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2011-2026 Appendix 1: Community Area
Delivery Schedules Pewsey.
This Schedule the infrastructure requirements identified by service providers as
necessary to support development in the Core Strategy.
Key Points/objectives
BT Rollout of superfast Broadband.
Extension of existing primary schools.
Extension of Pewsey Vale Secondary School.
Improvements and extensions to smaller GP surgeries in villages.
Small scale capacity improvements to water supply and waste networks.
Kennet and Avon phased towpath improvement and maintenance in particular Pewsey
Wharf to Milkhouse Water.
Improved and enhanced indoor Leisure facilities at the Leisure Centre.
Provision of a skate board park.
Improvement to walking and cycling routes, public transport services and associated
facilities.
Improved access particularly for pedestrians, cyclists and buses to Pewsey Station.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
See a. above
g. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2012
This is the latest government policy on planning and development and which
supersedes much of these existing legislation. As this is national policy it is applicable in
general guidance terms at local level. It does, however, apply in one important point to
this venture by giving parish councils the right to produce a Neighbourhood
Development Plan.
Key Points/objectives
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
The NDP will conform with the PPF.
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9.

Community Wellbeing and Health.
a. A Strategy for Health, Kennet District Council 2004.
This Strategy supports the Wiltshire county Council stated aim to make Wiltshire the
healthiest county in which to live by 2012.
Key Points/objectives
Promote and support adequate health services in all community areas.
Advocates the retention of community hospitals in Marlborough and Devizes.
Ensure that health services are appropriate and accessible to all residents.
Maintain and enforce the highest standards of public health.
Provide a range of recreational facilities.
Implement housing and homeless strategies.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
Any development in Pewsey should conform to the current health infrastructure as
outlined in the above objectives.
b. Pewsey Community Area Plan – The Future 2008-2018.
A community prepared plan for the community area by the local strategic partnership
covering all areas of socio-economic activity. Its vision is that the area will continue to be
a beautiful and pleasant natural environment with a strong community spirit and plenty
of local involvement.
Key Points/objectives
It is a living and working environment.
Pewsey village acts as a service centre for the area providing access to education,
health, social care, policing, retail outlets and employment.
Services both public and private are covered.
Recreational and cultural facilities are outlined and supported.
Transport and development are covered.
The plan identifies current problems, aspirations and resolutions for the future.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
The NDP should be aware of the current projected community plans and aspirations in
the above objectives.

b. Pewsey Community Resources Feasibility Study – A working Village 2005.
This review considers the use of land for the community and identifies potential sites in
the centre of the village being currently developed. It also considered the need for
community facilities in the village.
Key Points/objectives
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This document sets out the available and projected community facilities available in
Pewsey.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
The NDP to note this objective.
10: Education and Skills.
a. The Wiltshire Strategy for 14-19 years Education and Training.
This strategy sets out the principles and expectations applicable to the development of
14-19 year olds’ education and training in Wiltshire.
Key Points/objectives
To raise achievement and attainment at all levels.
To increase participation in education and training at these ages.
To support the development of partnerships and collaboration as a means to increase
opportunities and the inclusion of apprenticeships in employment training.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
The NDP should be aware of the educational plans for Pewsey.
11: Service Centre Provision.
See Pewsey Community Plan and Wiltshire Draft core Strategy above.
12: Transport.
a. Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2006/7.
This plan steers the development of national transport policy in Wiltshire and addresses
county transport policy.
Key Points/objectives
To improve access for goods and services and employment opportunities, especially in
rural areas.
To respond to the increasing number of vehicles, roads and road safety.
To reduce speeding.
To maintain an integrated public transport network.
To provide a satisfactory bus service especially in rural areas.
To improve facilities for cyclists and pedestrians.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
The NDP has to be aware of the effect on traffic of any planned development in Pewsey
and to note the above objectives.
13: Economy and Enterprise.
a. Wiltshire and Swindon Economic Strategy 2003 -2008.
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This is aimed at improving economic wellbeing whilst having regard to the environment,
ensuring the vitality of rural areas and improving the quality of life of the community.
Key Points/objectives
To encourage sustainable development by increasing investment in employment and
services.
Develop a skilled and adaptable workforce.
Ensure sustainable economic growth.
Relevance of this document to the Pewsey NDP
The effects of development on the local economy must be taken into account in the
NDP
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Appendix 2
Key Environmental and Sustainability issues
Topic 1:

Biodiversity
 There is a danger that development could, if not strictly controlled, seriously
affect the nature and balance of the countryside.
 Sites of Special Scientific Interest for example Jones’ Mill and Pewsey Downs
require protection.
 The Scotchel and the Grove are areas of wildlife conservation within Pewsey
which require protection, similarly green areas designated as ‘minimal
change’.
 Green areas used for sporting activities and allotments could be threatened;
this includes the School playing fields and must therefore be protected.
 Farming and other rural activities are vital to the area. The present move
towards diversification is important both economically and environmentally
whilst protecting agricultural land. (1)
 Impact on habitat will be an important consideration in assessing development
proposals.

Topic 2:

Land and Soil resources
There is pressure on maintaining the settlement boundary.
 Windfall sites within the settlement boundary have been and will be used for
development. Will this provide sufficient land for housing needs?
 To develop outside the settlement boundary would mean the use of
greenfield/agricultural land which could affect the AONB.
 The present employment sites are near to full capacity and land, some of
which has been identified, is required to provide for more. Expansion of the
current sites should also be considered even if it means that, by exception
there is a need to use a site outside the settlement boundary.(2)
 Any future development should be at a minimal density to protect the nature
of the village.
 The use of brownfield sites should be maximised.(3)

Topic 3:

Water resources and flood risk.
 There are two important water resources in Pewsey, i.e. the river Avon and
the Kennet and Avon canal and the integrity of both have to be protected from
any adverse affect from development and water levels maintained.
(1)

North Wessex Downs AONB Management Plan

(2)

Wiltshire Core Strategy Pre-Submission Document 2012

(3)

NPPF 2012.
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 Abstraction must be strictly controlled and there should be no adverse affect
on local water meadows.
 There is a small increase in the risk of flooding through climate change in
some areas of Pewsey this requires monitoring and suitable protection
employed for any development.
 The disposal of waste foul water must be considered in any new
development.
 River/canal pollution is a risk to be considered.
 Sustainable drainage should be a design consideration in all new
development.
Topic 4:

Air Quality and Environmental Pollution
 The considerable increase in heavy goods vehicles affects air quality
adversely.
 There should be as little increase in traffic, especially HGVs, as possible.
 New development will be expected not to unacceptably pollute water or air
resources and applications will be assessed accordingly.

Topic 5:

Climatic Factors
 As a result of climate change weather patterns are altering. The effects of this
change may impact on water supply, flood risk, food production, energy use,
transportation and a number of other areas.
 Planning and development policies will need to focus on mitigating the effect
of climate change.
 New residential, economic and mixed use developments should employ
renewable energy and energy saving techniques and be designed to cope
with foreseeable extremes of climate.

Topic 6:

Historic Environment
 There are a number of features within the area that require protection for their
heritage, archaeological value and contribution towards local character and
distinctiveness.
 The character of the conservation area must be preserved or enhanced.
 Historic village and rural landscapes are important and require protection.
 Local heritage assets are a tourist attraction which should be encouraged and
enhanced.
 Individual structures, whether listed or not, which contribute positively to local
character and distinctiveness should be preserved or enhanced.

Topic 7:

Landscapes
 The Pewsey Vale landscape is a prime reason for the North Wessex Down’s
AONB designation and this should be conserved and enhanced to preserve
the natural beauty of the area. (1)
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 Rights of way and byways add to the appreciation of the landscape and
should not be disturbed by new developments.
 The chalk downs particularly on the north escarpment are of particular
significance and require specific management.(1)
 There is a close inter-relationship between the landscape quality and the
value of wildlife habitats.
 The important special individual quality of the landscape is a tourist attraction
which supports the local economy.
 A reduction in livestock has led to difficulties in maintaining and preserving
characteristic landscapes which need to be grazed.(1)
Topic 8:

Population and Housing
 There has been significant housing development within Pewsey within the last
ten years of a variety and size of housing.
 Pewsey has a mixture of architectural types examples of which are set out in
the Village Design Statement. This mix should be sustained particularly in the
conservation area. (4)
 All listed buildings should be protected.
 Windfall sites have been used within the settlement boundary but there are
others yet to be developed.
 The Wiltshire Core strategy sets out the number of houses required to be built
in the community area by 2026. (2) u8y
 Affordable housing has been included in recent developments but more is
required to allow local people to remain in Pewsey and surrounding villages.
 Core Policy 44 allows for small sites of up to 10 affordable houses only on
sites adjacent to development limits and which would be available for local
use both initially and subsequently (2).
 The village rail station allows daily travel to London and the South West which
tends to inflate house prices making the provision of affordable housing more
important.

Topic 9:

Community Wellbeing and Health
 There are facilities within the village which cater for the elderly and those that
require care; consider and monitor if sufficient for the ageing population.
 Consider if the available primary care is sufficient in the light of recent
increase in housing and is secondary care reasonably accessible?
 There is sufficient and adequate accommodation for community activities.
 There is a wide selection of sports facilities and clubs which should be
protected. However, a suitable site for a skateboard park is still being sought.
 Pewsey has a normal range of services required by the public but in some
cases in unitary numbers eg bank, post office, petrol station etc. These must
be retained and enhanced if possible.
 The Wiltshire Campus programme is being adopted in Pewsey which will
increase and improve access to public services.
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 Consider the need for a nursing home which provides care for the elderly.
Topic 10: Education and Skills
 There is no sixth form education in Pewsey and pupils have to travel to attend
these classes.
 There is no provision and therefore little opportunity for adult education in the
area.
 Apprenticeships should be encouraged to provide employment and to help
local industry.
 There is sufficient school capacity for recent development.
Topic 11: Service Centre Provision
 Maintaining and enhancing retail outlets.
 Sustaining the viability of the village centre and resisting the conversion of
shops and offices into residential.
 Ensuring that there are sufficient sites from which services can be provided.
 Attract new and different services to the village centre.
 Ensure that there are sufficient employment sites from which services can be
provided.
Topic 12: Transport
 This rural area is heavily dependent on cars and public transport to access
the service centre.
 The provision of free parking must be maintained but this will become
increasingly difficult as the volume of traffic increases and the cost of parking
at the station rises. Additional car parking facilities are required.
 The increase in heavy good vehicles using an undesignated north /south
freight route causes damage to the A345 and congestion for users.
 Public transport links with train arrivals should be maintained and enhanced.
 There is a recognised need for safety features like pedestrian crossings which
are costly and although in the Highway programme have yet to be funded.
 The current train timetable especially with through running trains to London
must be maintained and if possible improved.
 The general increase in traffic is detrimental to the environment, conservation
areas, small villages, rural roads and any new development should recognise
this problem and not make it worse.
 The increase in road vehicles, even if outside the area covered by the plan,
may have a detrimental impact and should be recognised.
Topic 13: Economy and Enterprise
 Current employment sites are, although not full, reaching capacity and more
will be needed.
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 Businesses and retail, especially in the village centre, should be encouraged
and enhanced. New enterprises require support.
 Free car parking is a way to support trade and should be continued.
 There is a high proportion of daily commuters, but there is also an increase in
working from home as travelling becomes more expensive.
 There is a trend for rural diversification by conversion of buildings etc to
employment sites.
 This area lends itself to the tourist industry which should be encouraged is
there sufficient tourist accommodation for example hotels.bed and
breakfasts?
 There is a shortage of accommodation for visitors.
 The canal is a prime tourist asset and users should be encouraged to use the
village facilities.
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Appendix 3
Pewsey Sustainability Appraisal Framework
Sustainability Topic Sustainability
Appraisal objective

1. Biodiversity

Decision aiding
questions. Will the
policy...

1. Protect and
1.
enhance
biodiversity and
geological features
2.
and avoid at all
costs any
irreversible losses.
3.

Protect priority
habitats and
species?

Potential indicators
to be used in
monitoring
significant effects.
1. Any changes to
green or sports
areas.

Protect and
2. Area of degraded
enhance local
habitats restored
biodiversity sites?
as a benefit from
development.
Ensure any new
developments will
not adversely
affect any
biodiversity sites?

4.

Maintain existing
publicly used
green areas
including sports
fields, woods and
river corridors?

5.

Aid in the delivery
of multifunctional
green
infrastructures?

6.

2. Land and Soil
Resources

1. Ensure the
efficient and
effective use of
land and the re
use of brownfield
sites.

Result in a net
gain for the
natural
environment?
1. Maximise housing
densities whilst
retaining
appropriate
amenity areas?
2. Protect agricultural
land especially the
best and most
versatile types
Grade 1 and 2a?
3. Maximise the
reuse of previously
developed land?
4. Encourage
remediation of
contaminated
land?

1. Number of
dwellings
completed on
brownfield sites.
2. Average density
of house on new
sites.

3. Agricultural land
lost to new
developments.
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5. Maximise the use
of land within
village centres
including the
retention of retail
and office outlets?
7. Avoid the loss of
the natural
floodplain and
inappropriate
development on
flood areas?
8. Minimise the use
of Greenfield
sites?
1. Ensure that the
design and layout
of new
developments
supports
sustainable waste
management?

2. Promote
sustainable waste
management
solutions that
encourage the
reduction, re-use
and recycling of
waste
3 Water Resources 1. Use and manage
and Flood Risk
water resources
in a sustainable
manner.

2. Protect people
and property from
the risk of
flooding.

2. Consider whether
waste
management
solutions can
provide a safe
resource for
generating heat
and energy?

1. Waste
management
facilities on new
developments.

.

3. Ensure the new
developments
assist in the
collection of
waste and
recycled items?
1. Take into account 1. The chemical and
predictable future
biological quality of
impact of climate
the rivers and
change, including
streams.
water scarcity
issues?
2.

Encourage
2. Abstraction rates
sustainable and
and the affect on
efficient
local rivers.
management of
water resources?

3.

Minimise the
effects of water
extraction in the
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development
area?
4.

Ensure that the
essential water
infrastructure is
not adversely
affected by
development?

5. Ensure that any
development has
suitable water
saving measures
incorporated?
7. Adequate
provision has
been made for the
disposal of
surface water and
foul drainage?
8. Promote the
provision of
adequate
pollution
prevention
measures?
1. Minimise the risk
of flooding to
people and
property?
2. Take into account
the predicted
changes to the
climate?

1. New
developments
situated in Flood
Zones 2&3.
2. New
developments
incorporating
SUDS.

3. Protect the
natural function of
floodplains?

4. Air quality and
Environmental
Pollution.

1. Maintain the
existing good air
quality in the
Neighbourhood
Development
area.

4. Ensure the use of
Sustainable
Drainage
Systems (SUDS)
in appropriate
circumstances?
1. Maintain and
improve local air
quality? Minimise
and, where
possible, improve
on unacceptable
levels of noise,
light pollution,
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odour and
vibration?
2. Minimise soil
contamination?
3. Mitigate the impact
on air quality from
road transport?
5. Climatic
factors.

1. Minimise our
impact on climatic
change and its
effects.
.

1. Minimise the likely
impacts of future
developments on
climate change
through
appropriate
adaption?

1. Number of houses
or employment
buildings meeting
Code 3 of the code
for Sustainable
Homes and/or
‘excellent’ BREEM
Eco-Homes
standards.

2. Promote the
development of
renewable and
low carbon
sources?
3. Promote energy
efficiency in
buildings and new
developments?
4. Minimise
contributions to
climate change
through
sustainable
building practices?
5. Contribute to
Wiltshire’s
ecological
footprint?

6. Historic
Environment

1. Protect, maintain
and enhance the
historic
environment.

6. Contribute to the
reduction of
emissions
associated with the
transport sector
and with emissions
associated energy
producing plants?
1. Conserve and
1. Monitor the number
enhance features
of Listed buildings
and areas of
at risk.
historical and
cultural value,
including Listed
Buildings,
Conservation
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Areas, Historic
Parks and
Gardens, and
Water meadows?
2. Ensure
appropriate
archaeological
assessments prior
to development?

3. Promote sensitive
re-use of historical
buildings and
buildings of
significant local
interest where
appropriate?

2. Monitor the
number of Parks,
gardens and
public open
spaces of a
historical nature at
risk.
3. Any scheduled
Monuments and
those considered
at risk.

4. Improve and
4. Monitor the
enhance access to
number of
local heritage and
planning
historic sites?
application where
an archaeological
5. Maintain and
assessment has
enhance the
been required.
character and
And where any
distinctiveness of
recording or
settlements
protection was
through high
required.
quality and
appropriate
design?

7 Landscapes

6. Promote heritage
based sustainable
tourism and
regeneration?
1. Conserve and
1. Protect and
enhance the
enhance the
character and
character and
quality of
scenic quality of
Wiltshire’s rural
this rural
urban landscapes,
community area?
maintaining and
strengthening local
2. Conserve and
distinctiveness
enhance areas
and sense of
with landscape
place.
designations and
take account of
their management
objectives?

1. Monitor the %
change of any area
of land covered by
Environmental
stewardship
Agreements –
Jones’s Mill.
.
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3. Maintain and
enhance the
character of local
settlements?
4. Deliver good
quality design that
reflects local
character?
5. Protect and
enhance natural
landscapes within
the villages,
including
recreational open
spaces and
publicly used
green spaces and
reserves?
6. Protect rights of
way, footpaths,
byways, open
spaces and
common land?

8. Population and
Housing

7. Improve and
encourage access
to the wider
countryside?
1. Provide everyone
1. Provide an
1. Housing completed
with the opportunity
adequate supply of
on target.
to live in good
affordable
quality, affordable
housing?
housing, and
2. Support the
2. Affordable
ensure an
provision of a
housing used for
appropriate mix of
range of house
local people.
dwelling sizes,
types and sizes to
types and tenures.
meet the needs of
all sectors of the
community?
3. Ensure, if
possible, an
adequate supply of
land to meet
housing needs?
4. Provide the quality
and flexible homes
that meet the
community’s
needs?
5. Promote the use
of sustainable
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techniques and
use of sustainable
material used in
construction?
6. Provide housing
within easy access
of local services?
7. Provide an
adequate supply of
house in rural
areas?

9. Community
Wellbeing and
Health

8. Ensure that new
housing is used for
local people?
1. Provide a safe and 1. Provide a high
1. Recorded Crime
healthy
quality easily
levels.
environment in
accessible health
which to live.
facility?
2. Reduce poverty
and deprivation
and promote more
inclusive and self
contained
communities.
3. Improve access
to community
services and
facilities.

2. Promote design of
buildings and
spaces to reduce
crime and the fear
of crime?

2. Road safety
indicators.

3. Increase the
participation in
sports by the
provision of
facilities?

3. Availability of GP
and dental
surgeries.

4. Protect rural
communities and
country ways of
life?

4. Monitor
unemployment
rates.

5. Encourage health
workplaces?
6. Promote
recreational and
leisure
opportunities in the
countryside?
7. Incorporate a
network of
multifunctional
Green
infrastructure
within new
developments as
appropriate?
8. Maximise
opportunities for all
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members of
society?
9. Maintain the quality
of life for all local
residents?
10. Encourage active
involvement of the
community in the
amount, design
and type of new
development?
10. Education and
Skills

1. Raise
educational
attainment levels
and provide for
people to
improve their
workplace skills.

1. Provide and
support high
quality educational
facilities?

1. Children’s
academic
achievements
rates.

2. Promote life-long
learning and
qualifications that
are accessible to
all?

2. Adults
participating in
further education
courses

3. Support the
provision of a sixth
form college at
Pewsey?
4. Help in the
provision of a
skilled labour
force to match
the needs of local
businesses,
including
apprenticeship
schemes?

.
3. Numbers on
apprenticeships
schemes.
4. Provision of job
related training.

5. Support
community
enterprises and the
voluntary sector?
11. Service Centre
Provision.

1. Improve access
to high quality
community
services

1. As a service
centre improve
the availability and
accessibility to
key local facilities
including
healthcare, retail,
education and
leisure?

1. Availability of Post
Office, banks and
Public Transport.

2. Retain a viable
village centre with
retail and office

2. Via the Campus
initiative provision
of access to Local
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facilities?

Authority services
in Pewsey.

3. Promote the
culture of high
quality
community,
leisure and
cultural facilities?

12. Transport

4. Encourage active
participation in
community
facilities?
1. Reduce the need 1. Promote mixed
to travel and
use developments
promote more
that reduce the
sustainable
need to travel and
transport choices.
reliance on the
private car?
2. Increase the
uptake of
sustainable travel
choices ie. Public
transport, walking
and cycling?
3. Promote
integrated
transport policy
including rail?

1. Vehicle flow by
type particularly
HGVs in the rural
area.
2. Provision of
adequate free
parking.

3. Sufficient parking
places in new
developments.

4. Promote car
sharing schemes
and home or other
forms of remote
working?

13. Economy and
enterprise

1. Encourage a
vibrant and
diversified
economy and
provide for long
term sustainable
economic
growth.

5. Encourage
alternative and
sustainable means
of transporting
freight, waste and
minerals where
possible?
1. Improve business
1. Unemployment
development and
levels.
enhance
competitiveness?
2. The availability of
2. Provide sufficient
jobs locally.
employment sites?
3. Direct appropriate
retail, office,
leisure and/or
other employment
opportunities to

3. Local business
levels.
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village centre to
maintain vitality?
4. Support the rural
and farming
economy?

4. Retail space
availability.

5. Support rural
diversification?

5. Tourist
accommodation
availability.

6. Recognise the
importance and
support tourism
and culture in this
AONB?
7. Recognise the
importance of the
social and natural
environment to the
local economy?

2. Ensure adequate
provision of highquality
employment land
and diverse
employment
opportunities to
meet local
business needs
and a changing
workforce.

.

1. Provide good
quality
employment
opportunities for
all sectors of the
community?

1. Business premise
both retail and
employment
vacancy rates.

2. Assist businesses
in finding
appropriate land
and premises?

2. Business
premises both
retail and
employment
values.

3. Protect and
enhance the
vitality of existing
employment
areas?

3. Vacant
employment floor
space.

4. Provide a variety
of employment
land to meet all
needs?

4. Amount of
employment land
lost to residential,
particularly in the
village centre.

5. Provide
employment land
in areas easily
accessible by
sustainable
transport?

5. Employment land
commitments and
completions.

6. Recognise the
importance of
energy efficient
employment?

6 Employment site
available capacity.
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7. Support mixed
use employment
sites?
Significance
Assessment :

Option would have:

Option would be:

++

Major positive.

Significant.

Resolve existing
issue or maximise
opportunities

+

Minor positive

?

Effect of option
uncertain.

0

Neutral effect.

_

Minor adverse.

__

Major Adverse

Significant

Consider exclusion.

Appendix 4
Community Consultation
Community involvement through consultation has been a fundamental aspect of the
development of the Neighbourhood plan and is seen as essential in obtaining a real
and meaningful mandate for policies adopted.
1. Initial consultation with the Community
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An initial public consultation was held at Pewsey Vale School on the 6th Sept 2012 to provide
information for use in the Scoping Report and in developing the NDP. Approximately fifty
people from the local community attended.
The audience were given two parameters at
the start of the evening, which were:


Wiltshire Core Strategy housing
requirement for the Community Area.



Pewsey, as a Service Centre, retains its
settlement boundary.

The evening lasted two hours and the views of
the attendees have been analysed and are
recorded below by topic.
Biodiversity
Maintain and enhance the current tree
population.
Protect and maintain all important flora and fauna.
Provide a green burial area.
Protect all existing green areas which include sports facilities, recreational facilities,
children’s play parks, nature reserves, allotments, etc.
Land and Soil
Continue the current provision for
recycling.
Segregate waste collection and
introduce a system for the collection of
waste food.
Allow the recycling of usable household
chattels which have been deposited at
the waste collection centre.

Water Resources and Flooding
Air Quality and Environmental Pollution
Deter litter.
Climatic Factors
Promote energy efficiency in all development.
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Landscapes
Preserve and maintain the Kennet and Avon canal.
Population and Housing
Lifelong housing design should be supported.
Do not allow the conversion of retail/office outlets in the village centre to be converted to
residential.
Housing design should be mixed and imaginative.
Any new houses to be energy efficient and technically up to date.
Developments should have the most modern services provided.
Each house to have a garage and/or adequate parking.
Developments to have a minimum of 15% affordable houses.
There should be adequate sized gardens for each house.
There should be an area set aside for waste bins in all cases.
There should be pedestrian areas.
Community Wellbeing and Health
Protect community activities for example
: carnival, Tea Shop, Cossor’s Shop,
Library, Art Gallery, Village Hall,
Pharmacy etc.
Improve ambulance response times.
Widen the range and increase the use of
Out Patients consultations at Savernake
Hospital.

Education and Skills
Teach First Aid in schools.
Encourage apprenticeships in all craft and skill areas.
Provide access to technical education and retraining
opportunities.
Provide sufficient school places at all levels.

Service Centre Provision
Any new development should be supported by appropriate infrastructure.
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Transport.
Adequate parking for any development and for the increase in vehicles.
Maintain footpaths and provide cycle paths.
Improve public transport.
Build an HGV bypass.
Provide safe access to the station.
Economy and Enterprise
Clear signage and good street furniture.
Continue with the free parking policy.
More local light industry to reduce car
travel.
Improve broadband.
Improve the local transport service.
No heavy industry.
Maintain current train services from
Pewsey.
Maintain and enhance the vitality of the village centre.
Encourage new businesses.
Any new businesses to be suitably sited in village centre or employment sites.
Encourage facilities for child care at the workplace and to provide suitable facilities to work at
home.

2. Consultation with Interested Organisations.
The following organisations have been consulted during the development of this Scoping
Report and their replies are listed below, any late responses will be included as received.
Network Rail:
Our enquiry given a Service Request No
3198628 and will be dealt with as quickly
as possible.
Further:
The importance of level crossing and
developments is stressed – this is not
applicable in this Development plan as
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no such crossings are envisaged but the point is noted.
Copies of planning applications adjacent to the railway are requested as they might have
more comments.
North Wessex Downs’ AONB:
Suitable reference is given to Pewsey’s location within the AONB.
This is important as there is a requirement in the CRoW Act 2000 (Countryside and Rights of
Way Act 2000) that due consideration is given to the primary purpose of AONB designation,
being the conserving and enhancing of the natural beauty of the area. The requirement to
consider the status of AONB designation includes Parish Council level and should be
referred in any NDP.
Pewsey Environmental Action Team (PEAT):
A PEAT representative will attend the NDP community consultation meetings.
Important that local people are given a voice.
Sustrans:
Incorporate the National Cycle Route
(NCN) number onto highway signage.
The one-way system along Wilcot Rd is
not cycle friendly and Sustrans would
work with the parish Council and
Wiltshire Highways to make
improvements.
There is no access for cycles along the
path leading from Aston Close to
Goddard Rd.
The NDP might want to review opportunities to improve cycle access in the village.
Sustrans would support proposals to reduce speeding in the area especially within the
settlement and on minor roads and in particular to introduce 20mph zones.
There is currently a review of the Sustrans route from Salisbury to Swindon which might be
through Pewsey which would involve additional signage.
Pewsy Vale School:
Two meetings were held in May 2013 one with the Headmistress and the second with a
group of senior pupils to discuss the Scoping Report and the progress being made in writing
the plan. The Head mistress will have further discussion with the governors as to the schools
plans for the future and further consultation is envisaged. The students were interested in
the project and asked pertinent questions and offered their views on a variety of subjects
which were noted.
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Pewsey Area Youth Council:
A meeting was held with the council on the 15th April 2013 when the project was explained
and discussed, the children payed close attention and asked sensible intelligent questions,
their views were noted.
Pewsey Community Area Parishes (26) and the local community.
The final draft Scoping Report was ciculated on line to the 26 parishes in the community
area and hard copies lodged in in Pewsey Library and the Parish Office in early April with a
five week period in which to reply. The draft was also added to the Pewsey Council website
and mentioned on Facebook. No comments were received.
Pewsey Parish Councillors:
The Scoping Report was circulated to all councillors for comment. A more comprhensive
paragraph concerning the Campus project was proposed this was accepted and a suitable
amendment made to the report:
Redraft Wellbeing and Health, para 2, to read:
“The pewsey Leisure and Youth Development (SHAK) Centres are due for a major
refurbishment under the WC Campus Project which aims to centralise local authority
services at various hubs throughout the county. The project is being led by local people and
is intended to sustain these facilities for the next 25 years plus. In addition to youth and
leisure, the campus will include various facilities for adult support and advice and for direct
access to the police and to WC officers on a range of issues. It is also intended to integrate
physically with Pewsey Vale school to provide future access to local adult education and
skills training, via a common reception area. A wheeled Sports facility will be central to the
improved youth provision. The notional opening date is presently Spring 2015.”

Pewsey Police Force.
A meeting was held with the Inspector of Pewsey Police Force to explain the purpose of the
NDP and in particular the possibility of a move of police offices from their current central
location to the new campus area. This could lead to an area in the village centre which might
be used in its regeneration. By including this possibility in the plan it would assist the police
authorities in any future plans they may have for this piece of land.
Statutory Consultation:
Wiltshire Council circulated the Scoping Report to the three statutory consultees for
comment, their replies are as follows:
English Heritage: The Scoping Report establishes a mechanism to asses the impact of the
NP and guide its form and direction. We welcome an evident commitment to the
conservation of the historic environment and a recognition of its value to local people.
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A small point but one worth highlighting – you make reference to the NPPF but tend to
udnerplay its relevance (pg 23). There will be an expectation that the NP will conform to the
Wiltshire Core Strategy and its historic environment policies and also those in the NPPF.
Natural England: Natural England supports the suite of decision aiding questions in the
Pewsey Sustainability Appraisal Framework. Our comments relate to the potential indicators
to be used in monitoring significant effects. We advise that indicators should be chosen that
assist in monitoring the effects of the plan. Indicators such as “Number of SSSIs in
favourable or unfavourable recovering condition” are unlikely to provide any useful
information as to how effective the plan has been in delivering the relevant Sustainablity
Appraisal objective namely “Protect and enhance biodiversity and geological features and
avoid at all costs any irreversable losses”, and are more likely to reflect factors external to
the plan.
Environment Agency: The topics we would wish to see covered have broadly been
included which is positive. The only additions we would advise is that of the following plans
and policies:
SW River Basin Management Plan- http://www.environment-management agency.gov.UK/reSArch/planning/125027.aspx
Hampshire Avon Catchment Flood Management plan – http://www.environmentalagency.gov.UK/reSArch/planning/114342.aspx
Ground Water Protection, Principles and Practice (GP3) – http://www.environmentagency.gov.UK/reSArch/library/publications/144346.aspx
These comments were accepted by the Working Group and suitable amendments made to
the text.
Wiltshire Council Consultation of the Scoping Report.
This consultation was carried out, as was that for the Geographical Application, for the
statutory period of time and no comments, adverse or otherwise, were received.
Appendix 5
PEWSEY PARISH CONSULTEES
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Appendix 6
PEWSEY PARISH AREA MAP
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