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PEWSEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 5th APRIL 2017 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE, BOUVERIE HALL, PEWSEY  

 

PRESENT: Cllr Eyles (Chairman), Cllr Kimber, Cllrs Mrs Dalrymple, Mrs Hughes, Mrs Hunt, 

Kerry Pycroft, Mrs Stevens, Cllrs Carder, Deck, Ford, Giles, Smith, Smithers and Stevens. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Alison Kent (Clerk) and Mr Andrews (Pewsey Vale Bowls Club),  
 

1.  APOLOGIES: Cllr Ann Hogg, Cllrs Coppard, Fleming, Hagan and Haskell.  Apologies were 

also received from Mrs Ritchie (Pewsey Vale Football Club), Mr Flach (Pewsey Vale Youth 

Football Club), Mr Asbury (Heritage Centre) and Mrs Wilson (BMX Group). 

 

2.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST: None. 
 

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: All being in agreement the minutes 

of the meeting held on 1st February 2017 were signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

 

4.  TENANT CLUB REPORTS: 
a) Bowls Club: Mr Andrews reported that the kitchen extension was now complete and thanked the 

Parish Council for its assistance.  The club would be opening for the new season on 17th April.  Cllr 

Kimber reported a big yellow spike had been driven into the corner of the green but had been 

removed.  He had also issued the Parish Council with a current copy of the risk assessment and 

public liability insurance. 

b) Football Club: Mrs Ritchie had sent a written report.  The club was finishing the season on a 

more positive note.  Pitch care had been difficult due to truck and mower problems. 

c) Tennis Club: Cllr Deck had been made aware of recent issues with anti-social behaviour from 

young people, such as young players receiving verbal abuse and throwing glass bottles onto the 

courts and reported these to the police.   

d) Rugby Club: There was no representative present.   

e) Youth Football Club: Mr Flach had sent a written report.  As the season was coming to a close he 

reported another great year with increased membership across all 8 teams.  The pitches had been 

kept well maintained.  Planning permission had been recently granted for the new clubhouse and 

store unit. He was in the process of obtaining 3 quotes in order for the clerk to obtain the S.106 

funds.  A new sign had been made an approved by Wiltshire Council.  It would be erected close to 

the entrance.  Cllr Stevens had recently visited the site and had been amazed at the amount of 

people who walk their dogs on the pitch.   

f) BMX Group: Mrs Wilson had sent a brief update in which she apologised that the risk assessment 

had not yet been completed.  The site could then be opened. 

g) Heritage Centre: Mr Asbury had sent a written report subsequent to the meeting.  The Heritage 

Centre had opened for the 2017 season on 25th March.  Many of the internal display cases had been 

reorganised with the help of new volunteer.  David Smith and Sylvie Clayden had been approved as 

new trustees.  The external works to the old office block was near completion and would become 

the education facility building.  Cllr Eyles thanked Mr Andrews and Mr Cowan for all their hard 

work.  He also noted the new, significant programme of functions that had started to take place 

which was reaching out to the wider community. 

 

5.  OTHER REPORTS: 
a) Cemetery and Chapel: Cllr Ford would check these areas from now on.  Cllr Eyles advised that 

the new grounds maintenance contractor had started yesterday and would be regularly checked.   
 

b) Footpaths: Cllr Haskell was not present to report. 
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c) Street Lights: Cllr Deck had nothing new to report.   

 

d) Seats: Cllr Kimber advised of a slat that had been removed from the seat in the Market Place 

which he would fix. 

 

e) Allotments:   

i)  Allotment Inspection: Bert's Meadow: Cllr Ann Hogg had recently inspected the site which was 

looking quite tidy.  A few plots had not yet been cultivated and the tenants would be contacted. 

ii)  Allotment Inspection: Sports Centre: Cllr Ford had undertaken an inspection and reported four 

plots which had not been cultivated.  Kerry would be taking this role on in due course. 

iii)  Allotment Waiting List Progress Report: The clerk advised that two people were on the 

waiting list for Bert’s Meadow and none for the Sports Centre. 
 

f) Trees (Including Way’s Way): Cllr Deck advised that a tree had fallen across the footpath going 

towards Pains Bridge and had been removed.  Cllr Eyles had met with Wootton Woodlands about 8 

or 9 trees which had blown down which they would get tidied up. 
 

g) Scotchel: Cllr Ford reported there were a couple of broken footboards but not in a dangerous 

position.  A tree had fallen across the river and was being used as a bridge.  Cllr Giles said people 

should not be crossing to the conservation side. 
 

h) River Avon/Kennet & Avon Canal: Cllr Stevens said the river was fine.  He had reported some 

oil pollution at Swan Corner.  The Environment Agency attended quickly but could find no 

particular problem.  There had been lots of rubbish in the river, particularly in the Market Place 

area. 
 

i) Recreation Ground and Rectory Grove: Cllr Mrs Hunt said the grass was long at the 

Recreation Ground, which would be cut this week now that the new contractor was in place.  The 

fence at the Grove fence was still down and looked messy.  Cllr Eyles said he would get round to 

dealing with this in due course.  The pathway was still unfinished.    
 

j) Play Areas: 

Broadfields: Cllr Ford said the area was all tidy. 

Aston Close: Cllr Ford said this was all fine.  He had noted older children using the area and 

reported this to the school to give them a reminder.  Cllr Stevens announced that the area would be 

closed on 2nd May for a week for refurbishment.   

Easterton Lane: Cllr Mrs Hunt said the area was fine apart from the long grass.  The repair to the 

bicycle ride was still outstanding but safe to use.   

Broomcroft Road: Cllr Smith reported the grass had been cut that day. 

 

Proposals to grant leases: Cllrs Deck, Eyles, Stevens and the clerk had met to discuss the decision 

made by Wiltshire Council to grant leases or licences for a maximum of 7 years of Wiltshire 

Council owned play areas to parish and town councils.  Cllr Ann Hogg and Cllr Ford had also 

assisted.  Nothing would happen in the near future due to the upcoming unitary elections.  However, 

it had been made clear that play areas would not form part of a larger Community Asset transfer.  

The situation had been publicised locally with concerns raised by local residents.  Cllr Stevens had 

not realised there were 5 sites in the west area of the village and encouraged other members to visit 

them.  He was arranging for independent inspections to take place.  

 

k) Angela Yeates Memorial Ground and Youth Football ground: Cllr Ford would undertake 

inspections in the future. 
 

l) Litter/Toilets/Car Parks: Cllr Kimber had noted the litter in the Co-Op car park had been 

cleared and the abandoned vehicles removed.  Cllr Stevens had noticed the road sweeper this week.   
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m) White Horse: Cllr Giles was planning to re-chalk the horse in May or June.  He would aim to 

apply a thin 1-2” layer.  He was making new tools for the job and arranging for additional tools to 

be made.  He had noticed that the enclosure fence needed maintenance and felt it would need 

replacing in its entirety in 2/3 years’ time.  The wooden steps in the stile nearest the Jon Laughrin 

seat needed new covering.  The draft of a new display board on the history of the white horse was at 

the printers.  The clerk would find out what was happening with the information board renewal 

project with the Area Board. 
 

6.  FINANCE: Cllr Mrs Hughes proposed the list of cheques for acceptance, seconded Cllr Mrs 

Hunt, all in favour.  

A quotation for urgent works to an oak at the Angela Yeates Memorial Ground had been obtained 

and was proposed acceptance by Cllr Mrs Hughes, seconded Cllr Carder, all in favour. 
 

7.  PARISH STEWARD: Cllr Eyles had provided the priority list but it was never confirmed as to 

what works had been completed.  Cllr Deck advised that the roadsign had been repaired at 

Hollybush Lane. 

 

8.  WAR MEMORIAL: Cllr Eyles advised that he had not yet heard whether the grant application 

with the War Memorial Trust had been granted.  The contractor was, at present, happy to wait.   

 

9.  CORRESPONDENCE: None.  
 

11. ITEMS FOR THE MESSENGER: Proposed grant of leases to parish councils for play areas 

and a reminder to parishioners to give comments, car boot sale, closure of Lloyds Bank branch.   
 

12. ANY FULL COUNCIL INFORMATION AND ACTION: There was nothing to report.  
 

13. ITEMS VIA THE CLERK: The clerk advised that there would be an uncontested election on 

both wards.  There would be 4 vacancies under the new council. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.44pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ___________________________________  Dated: _______________________ 


