
Environment 07/06/2017 

Page 1 

PEWSEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 7th JUNE 2017 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE, BOUVERIE HALL, PEWSEY  

 

PRESENT: Cllr Eyles (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs Hunt, Kerry Pycroft, Mrs Stevens, Cllrs Deck, Giles, 

Haskell, Smith and Stevens. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Alison Kent (Clerk).  
 

1.  APOLOGIES: Cllrs Mrs Dalrymple, Ann Hogg, Mrs Hughes, Cllrs Carder, Fleming, Ford, 

Morris and Stephens.  Apologies were also received from Mr Andrews (Pewsey Vale Bowls Club), 

Mrs Ritchie (who was retiring from Pewsey Vale Football Club), Mr Flach (Pewsey Vale Youth 

Football Club), Mr Asbury (Heritage Centre) and Mrs Wilson (BMX Group). 

 

2.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST: None. 
 

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: All being in agreement the minutes 

of the meeting held on 5th April 2017 were signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

 

4.  TENANT CLUB REPORTS: 

a) Bowls Club: Mr Andrews thanked Cllr Haskell for attending the opening of the new kitchen 

extension.  All was going well at the club. 

b) Football Club: Mrs Ritchie had advised the clerk that she had retired from the club committee for 

personal reasons.  She would be sorely missed and a letter of thanks would be written.  Cllr 

Stephens would be asked to provide the club report at this committee. 

c) Tennis Club: Cllr Deck mentioned that a recent tournament had raised £150 towards the 

community defibrillator scheme. 

d) Rugby Club: There was no representative present.  Cllrs Deck, Eyles and Haskell would be 

meeting with the Chairman in due course. 

e) Youth Football Club: Mr Flach was not present to report.  The clerk had been assured by 

Wiltshire Council that confirmation of the S.106 approval would be received soon.  

f) BMX Group: Mrs Wilson had sent a brief update which had been circulated to all members.  Cllr 

Eyles had requested that the area should be kept tidy, especially if the group decided to keep the 

area unlocked.  Cllr Haskell advised that the group would be putting in an application for youth 

funding towards their annual insurance and risk assessment.   

g) Heritage Centre: Mr Asbury had sent a written report which had been circulated to all members.  

More volunteers would be welcomed, like most community organisations. 

 

5.  OTHER REPORTS: 

a) Cemetery and Chapel: Cllr Ford was not present but had reported the grounds and chapel were 

looking fine. 
 

b) Footpaths: Cllr Haskell advised that two or three reports had been closed on the MyWiltshireapp 

so he would check whether the repairs had been done.  He advised that Mr Haddock had applied to 

Wiltshire Council Rights of Way for the inclusion of a long walked path on the definitive map. 
 

c) Street Lights: Cllr Deck said it was difficult to know whether any action was being taken.  One 

light was on all day in Broomcroft Road. 

 

d) Seats: Cllr Stephens would be asked to take on this responsibility. 
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e) Allotments:   

i)  Allotment Inspection: Bert's Meadow: Cllr Ann Hogg was not present to report and wished to 

pass the responsibility onto another member.  Cllr Smith would take this on.  Cllr Kerry Pycroft 

advised that the PEAT group would be folding and asked whether the person who does it could take 

it on.  The clerk could see no reason why not as the current waiting list was small. 

ii)  Allotment Inspection: Sports Centre: Cllr Ford was not present to report.  Four plots were not 

being worked and would be offered to the next person on the waiting list. 

iii)  Allotment Waiting List Progress Report: The clerk advised that two people were on the 

waiting list for Bert’s Meadow and one for the Sports Centre. 
 

f) Trees (Including Way’s Way): Cllr Deck said that after the very strong winds in recent days a 

large branch had come down in Hollybush Lane which he had cleaned up.  Many branches of the 

large Poplar trees on the eastern boundary of Olympian Road had come down.  Some of the trees 

were owned by Wiltshire Council and some by private landowners. 

There would be an opportunity to plant trees, supplied by the Woodland Trust, in memory of the 

parish’s WW1 veterans.  A suitable area would need to be found.  Cllr Smith reported that one of 

the Poplar trees appeared dead on Riverside Walk.  Cllr Eyles explained that idverde had submitted 

a quotation to provide a Tree Inspection report which the Parish Council had been seeking for some 

time.  This would be at a cost of £950 which members supported. 
 

g) Scotchel: Cllr Ford was not present to report. Cllr Eyles would be asking for edging board 

replacement and new fencing to be approved later in the meeting.   
 

h) River Avon/Kennet & Avon Canal: Cllr Stevens advised that Cllr Kerry Pycroft would be 

taking over this role.  The pollution that had been reported to the Environment Agency a few weeks 

back had cleared, although it was not known what the substance was.  Any pollution always seemed 

to come from the same drain that runs through from Hollybush Lane.  He had cleared the river of 

bottles and the levels were steady.  Cllr Giles noted there were areas heavily overgrown with weed. 

Cllr Kerry Pycroft had attended the Canals & Rivers Trust meeting on 1st June with representatives 

from several Parish Councils, PC Herbert and PCAP.  Mr Evans from CRT had not attended so lots 

of action points could not be followed up.  The area around Wilcot had seen improvements to the 

towpath verges but there had been problems with bonfires and anti-social behaviour.  Parking 

improvements had been made at Lady Bridge.  CRT would be undertaking more enforcement of 

moving boats.  Landowners would be asked to attend these meetings to improve communications.  

Cllr Giles said that the standard of the canal is high especially following the dredging for the first 

time in 20 years.  Cllr Deck said it was poor that the CRT did not attend. 
 

i) Recreation Ground and Rectory Grove: Cllr Mrs Hunt advised that trees in the Grove had 

suffered with the recent high winds with lots of dead wood and branches laying around.  The new 

contractors seemed to be doing well.  They used a large grass cutter to cut the mounds and had cut 

them a bit low which would be mentioned. 
 

j) Play Areas: 

Broadfields: Cllr Ford was not present to report.  The see-saw repair was being chased. 

Aston Close: Cllr Kerry Pycroft all fine.  Thanks to Cllr Kerry Pycroft, Mrs Stevens and Cllr Ford 

who had helped to clean the equipment. 

Easterton Lane: Cllr Mrs Hunt all fine.  Cllr Stevens explained that the quote for the repair to the 

bicycle ride was high so he would obtain further quotes.  The problem had been caused through 

general wear as it was well used. 

Broomcroft Road: Cllr Smith said all was fine.  Cllr Carder would be responsible for this check 

from now on.  Cllr Stevens had replaced the gate spring and removed the necessary links on the 

zipwire to provide the correct height. 

Proposals to grant leases: Cllr Eyles advised that a response had not been received from Wiltshire 

Council to the Parish Council’s letter and would be chased by the clerk. 
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k) Angela Yeates Memorial Ground and Youth Football ground: Cllr Ford was not present to 

report but the grounds looked fine. 
 

l) Litter/Toilets/Car Parks: Cllr Smith would undertake litter.  Cllr Eyles confirmed that the 

council had gone out to tender for an internal toilet refurbishment.  Cllr Stevens would look after 

the toilets and car parks would remain with Cllr Mrs Hunt. 
 

m) White Horse: Cllr Giles presented a new display board for the Heritage Centre funded by the 

Parish Council which was considered excellent.  The rechalking was now scheduled for 9th July 

with the new chalk rammers being made with the help of local firms.  He would present his work 

plan when finished.  Representatives from organisations that had been directly associated with the 

White Horse would be invited to celebrate its 80th year with celebratory rockets provided by the 

Zixex club.  Cllr Eyles thanked Cllr Giles for all his hard work.  The display board may be offered 

to Devizes Museum for a time. 
 

6.  FINANCE: Cllr Mrs Stevens proposed the list of cheques for acceptance, seconded Cllr Smith, 

all in favour.  

A quotation for works had been obtained for the replacement of the Bicycle Mill ride, further 

quotations would be obtained due to the high cost. 

Mr Rudman had quoted for new edging boards and fencing alongside the path in the Scotchel. 

idverde – Tree Inspection report to be provided at a cost of £950. 

Both quotations were proposed acceptance by Cllr Mrs Stevens, seconded Cllr Stevens, all in 

favour. 
 

7.  PARISH STEWARD: Cllr Eyles advised that Mr Hampton and Mr Wyatt of Ringway would 

both be attending the next Area Board.  The scheme was not working as well as it could.  The 

highways budget across Wiltshire was £21m.  Potholes would only be filled if they were more than 

40mm deep and wider.  The schedule for Parish Steward visits would not be changed until next 

April.  Cllr Eyles had spoken with Mr Dobson who had confirmed that a second letter would be sent 

to the landowner at Dursden Lane regarding the flooding issue.  He advised that applications for 

litter bins had to be sent to the Area Board.  Cameras would be fixed to refuse vehicles.  Gulley 

cleaning would be done on a rolling maintenance programme unless it was a single gulley which the 

Parish Steward could do. 

 

8.  GARDEN COMPETITION: Cllr Ann Hogg had written a new application form which had 

been printed in the Messenger.  Cllr Kerry Pycroft had erected posters around the village and visited 

most local businesses to encourage more entrants.  The competition would be changed next year. 

 

9.  CORRESPONDENCE: None.  
 

10. ITEMS FOR THE MESSENGER: Car boot sale 9th July, co-option vacancies, detail of the 

Ball Road leak repair and thanks to Simon Ellis and his litter pick team for their continued effort. 
 

11. ANY FULL COUNCIL INFORMATION AND ACTION: There was nothing to report.  
 

12. ITEMS VIA THE CLERK: Nothing 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.37pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ___________________________________  Dated: _______________________ 


