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PEWSEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 22nd FEBRUARY 2017 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE, BOUVERIE HALL, PEWSEY 
 

PRESENT: Cllr Mrs Hughes (Chairman), Cllr Sharpe, Cllrs Mrs Dalrymple, Ann Hogg, Kerry 

Pycroft, Mrs Stevens, Cllrs Carder, Coppard, Deck, Eyles, Hagan, Haskell, Smith, Smithers and 

Stevens. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Alison Kent (Clerk). 

 

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Kerry Pycroft to her first F & GP Committee meeting. 

 

1.  APOLOGIES: Cllr Mrs Hunt, Cllrs Fleming, Ford, Giles, Kimber and Tubb. 

 

2.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST: None. 

 

3.  MINUTES OF THE MEETING: All being in agreement, the minutes of the meeting held on 

2nd November 2016 were signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

 

4.  FINANCE:  
Current balances as at 22nd February: Santander Current Account £130,927.83 

Santander Community Instant Reserve Account: £69,406.50 

Santander Community Instant Reserve Account (Admin): £7,062.74 

Lloyds Bank Business Account: £0.00 

 

Cllr Sharpe explained that the figures would always be 6-8 weeks behind due to when the bank 

statements were available.  He would look to produce a forecast of outturn for the next financial 

year before he left the council which would assist with how the council might spend its reserves. 

 

Authorisation of cheques as listed were proposed by Cllr Mrs Hughes, seconded Cllr Deck, all in 

favour.   

 

There were no quotations for acceptance. 

 

Budget printouts to 31st January had been circulated.  Both income and expenditure figures were 

inflated due to claims on S.106 contributions.  The clerk had circulated explanations of specific 

changes. The council insurance was fixed for five year and substantially less.  The rateable value of 

the cemetery had been tripled but could not be appealed until 1st April.   

 

Council bank accounts – Cllr Mrs Hughes advised that the Lloyds current account and Fixed Term 

Deposit account had been opened and the deposit of £60,000 would be completed on 1st March. 

A letter from Santander confirmed that cheques would no longer be able to be cashed at the Post 

Office from 1st April, thereby creating a problem with petty cash.  The council might consider 

placing some funds into the Lloyds current account and cash cheques for a float from there.  This 

would assist the clerk who was uneasy to make use of a debit card facility.  Cllr Deck proposed to 

cash cheques with Lloyds, seconded Cllr Smithers, all in favour. 

 

Auto-enrolment – Cllr Mrs Hughes reminded members of the legal requirement for the council, as 

an employer, to provide a pension scheme for staff.  Invitation letters had been sent to the clerk and 

litter picker providing details of the scheme.  The admin account would be frozen. 
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5.  TO APPROVE ANNUAL INCREASES: Cllr Mrs Hughes advised that the RPI as at 

November 2016 was 2.2% and proposed that this increase be applied to the Litter Picker salary, 

Burial and Memorial fees, proposed Cllr Sharpe, seconded Cllr Stevens, all in favour. 

 

Grounds Maintenance contract – Cllr Mrs Hughes advised that the tendering process was in hand 

with the deadline being noon on 1st March.  Cllr Eyles had undertaken three on-site meetings.   

 

6.  PUBLIC CONVENIENCES: 

Cleaning contract – this was an annual contract which had always been renewed with the current 

provider.   It had been suggested that quotations for the cleaning be sought from alternative 

providers to ensure the best service was received, although it was noted that the current provider 

had never sought a pay rise in ten years.  Other quotations would not be sought until after the 

planned refurbishment. 

Planned internal refurbishment – Cllr Eyles would meet with Cllr Kimber, agree a project plan and 

obtain quotes.  The council had a duty of care to provide decent facilities for the public.  A 

reduction in ceiling height would be considered.  Cllr Smithers suggested that if the Bouverie Hall 

was also considering a refurbishment of their toilets then there might be some mutual benefit in 

running both contracts together. 

 

7.  ASTON CLOSE PLAY AREA: Cllr Stevens advised that the developer had not yet given 

proper consideration to the change in allocated project for the available S.106 monies so this 

funding would not be available.  £7,228.66 still remained from the equipped play space allocation 

from the Whatley’s development.  He had produced a reduced refurbishment plan and obtained the 

relevant quotations.   

Cllr Deck reminded members of the predicted overspend this year in the region of £30,000.  Cllr 

Haskell asked whether Cllr Stevens was sure of having a reduced scheme.  Cllr Stevens was happy 

that the current plan would suffice as he had taken advantage of a contractor used by Aster.  He 

suggested that further equipment could always be added at a later date.  Cllr Eyles proposed the 

refurbishment proceed using S. J. Aplin, seconded CH, all in favour.  Cllr Eyles confirmed that the 

fence would be repaired by Aster in March. 

 

8.  TO CONSIDER DONATION REQUESTS: None had been received. 

 

9.  CORRESPONDENCE: None.  

 

There were no other items of general information. 

 

10. FULL COUNCIL INFORMATION: Cllr Haskell advised that he, Cllr Deck, Cllr Eyles, local 

walkers and the landowners had met to try and strike a compromise over the use of land.  It had 

gone as well as he expected.  He had reported to RoW that there was no sign on FP39 and FP36 

needed clearing as it was a quagmire.  The Wiltshire Council budget press release advised of 

£150,000 to be given to Area Boards for pavements and creation of environment, presumably this 

would be divided by the Area Boards.  He confirmed that the legal letter from PCAP had been 

acknowledged by Wiltshire Council with a formal response to follow in due course.  The contractor 

for the Health and Wellbeing Centre would be announced on 8th March.  Cllr Deck advised that the 

Gleeson planning application would be in shortly.  Papers would be circulated when available. 

 

11. ITEMS VIA THE CLERK: None. 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40pm after thanking 

members for attending. 

 

Signed………………………………………………. Date……………………………………. 


