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PEWSEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 28th JUNE 2017 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE, BOUVERIE HALL, PEWSEY 

 

PRESENT: Cllr Mrs Hughes (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Stevens, Cllrs Mrs Hunt, Kerry Pycroft, Cllrs 

Deck, Eyles, Ford, Giles, Haskell, Morris, Smith and Stevens. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Alison Kent (Clerk). 

 

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Morris to his first F & GP Committee meeting. 

 

1.  APOLOGIES: Cllr Mrs Dalrymple, Ann Hogg, Cllrs Carder, Fleming and Stephens 

 

2.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST: Cllrs Haskell, Morris and Smith on item 6. 

 

3.  MINUTES OF THE MEETING: All being in agreement, the minutes of the meeting held on 

22nd February 2017 were signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

 

4.  FINANCE:  

Current balances as at 28th June: Santander Current Account £88,506.99 

Santander Community Instant Reserve Account: £69,468.91 

Lloyds Fixed Term Deposit Account: £60,000.00 

Santander Community Instant Reserve Account (Admin): £7,065.06 

Lloyds Bank Business Account: £0.00 

 

Authorisation of cheques as listed were proposed by Cllr Mrs Hughes, seconded Cllr Stevens, all in 

favour.   

 

Quotations had been sought on the replacement of the Bicycle Mill ride at Easterton Lane.  Cllr 

Stevens explained the ride, although only nine years old, was extremely well used which had led to 

the wear of the equipment.  The council could consider a temporary repair but ultimately it would 

have to be removed for safety reasons.  He stated that this replacement had not been in the long 

term plan.  The cost would be taken from the play area reserves.  

Cllr Deck proposed the acceptance of the quotation from Playground Services, seconded Cllr 

Stevens, all in favour.   

 

Budget printouts to 31st May had been circulated with an explanation provided for specific expense. 

 

5.  PRECEPT 2018/19 – initial thoughts were given to the setting of the precept in November.  Cllr 

Smith would give consideration for any costs that could arise from the NDP review.  The 

Community Asset Transfer scheme was on hold, apart from licences for play areas.  There would be 

no grant from Wiltshire Council and capping could yet be applied.  Cllr Stevens advised that a reply 

from Wiltshire Council had not yet been received to ascertain how much of the existing S.106 

maintenance funds were left.  Cllr Morris said the Parish Council could build up an idea of how 

much the play areas cost which could be used to justify any proposed increase to the precept.  Cllr 

Haskell stated that there would be a play area provision kept at that end of the village.  

Cllr Giles asked where the one-off donation to the carnival, which was agreed last year, was 

reflected in the budget.  Cllr Mrs Hughes explained the payment had not yet been made and would 

be taken from the general reserves.  Cllr Giles commented that both Devizes and Marlborough 

Town Councils contribute substantially more to their carnival events but it was agreed they are 

much larger councils. 
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6.  TO SET ALLOTMENT FEES FOR 2017 (applied September 2018): The proposal to 

increase the fees to £5 per lug had been circulated.  This would be in line with the increase that had 

been made every two years.  Cllr Mrs Hughes explained how the allotment fees were made up, with 

the administration fee and the per lug fee.  Cllr Morris, who was allowed to speak, suggested that 

everyone be allowed to have and access key to the standpipes.  Cllr Eyles felt the provision of water 

would be misused and Cllr Haskell advised that very few plot holders actually wanted water.   

Cllr Eyles proposed the increase to £5 per lug, seconded Cllr Stevens, all in favour. 

 

7.  TO CONSIDER PAY INCREASE FOR TOILET CLEANERS: Cllr Mrs Hughes explained 

that the toilet cleaners were on an annual contract and had not received a pay rise since they were 

appointed in June 2007.  They were contracted to clean the toilets every day except Christmas and 

New Year, with the current contract running until 31st March 2018.  It had been agreed at the last 

meeting that the contract could go out to tender once the internal refurbishment had taken place. 

Cllr Mrs Hughes had worked out an increase based on an annual increase by RPI, in line with the 

litter pick contract.  

Cllr Stevens was now responsible for the toilets and would be overseeing the refurbishment. 

Cllr Mrs Hughes proposed an increase to the cleaning contract of 25% to reflect the annual 

increases over the last ten years, seconded Cllr Eyles, 9 for, 1 against, 2 abstentions. 

 

8.  TO CONSIDER DONATION REQUESTS: None had been received. 

 

9.  CORRESPONDENCE: None.  

 

There were no other items of general information. 

 

10. FULL COUNCIL INFORMATION: Cllr Haskell reminded members of the Area Board 

meeting on 3rd July at the Bouverie Hall, 7pm. 

 

11. ITEMS VIA THE CLERK: The clerk asked for a volunteer to operate the car boot sale on 9th 

July as Cllr Mrs Hunt was unable to attend.  Also the litter pickers were on holiday over the same 

weekend and members would be asked to help.     

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45pm after thanking 

members for attending. 

 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………. Date……………………………………. 


