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PEWSEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2017 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE, BOUVERIE HALL, PEWSEY 

 

PRESENT: Cllr Mrs Hughes (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Stevens, Cllrs Mrs Carmichael-Owen, Mrs 

Dalrymple, Mrs Hunt, Kerry Pycroft, Cllrs Carder, Deck, Eyles, Haskell, McGarry, Smith, Smithers 

and Stephens. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Alison Kent (Clerk). 

 

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Mrs Carmichael-Owen, Cllrs McGarry, Stephens and Smithers to 

their first F & GP Committee meeting.  Cllr Mrs Hughes also said this would be the last meeting of 

this committee in its current format. 

 

1.  APOLOGIES: Cllr Ann Hogg, Cllrs Ford, Giles, Hagan, Morris and Stevens. 

 

2.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST: None. 

 

3.  MINUTES OF THE MEETING: All being in agreement, the minutes of the meeting held on 

28th June 2017 were signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

 

4.  FINANCE:  

Current balances as at 22nd November: Santander Current Account £54,197.14 

Santander Community Instant Reserve Account: £69,541.73 

Lloyds Fixed Term Deposit Account: £60,000.00 

Santander Community Instant Reserve Account (Admin): £7,068.02 

Lloyds Bank Business Account: £0.00 

 

Authorisation of cheques as listed were proposed by Cllr Mrs Hughes, seconded Cllr Mrs 

Dalrymple, all in favour.   

 

There were no quotations for acceptance.  

 

Budget printouts to 30th September had been circulated.  Cllr Mrs Hughes advised that although the 

S.106 income and expenditure currently looked unequal, once the payments were received from 

Wiltshire Council they would balance.  The current budget was on track. 

 

5.  PRECEPT 2018/19: A proposal had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration.  Cllr 

Haskell asked why there was a proposed increase for the litter picker budget, Cllr Mrs Hughes 

advised that the increase would incorporate litter picking equipment which might be purchased for 

the litter ambassador volunteers. 

Provision had been made for the clerk’s support which had been agreed in principle with the 

addition of a WALC subscription also accounted for.  The tree budget had been substantially 

increased to accommodate the tree review scheme over the next few years.  Cllr Smith reiterated 

that council had not yet decided whether the person should be self-employed or employed, Cllr 

Deck stated that many members had made it clear that the preference was for a self-employed 

person.   

The tax base figure had been supplied by Wiltshire Council and the clerk had circulated this with an 

information factsheet which members had found really helpful.  Cllr Mrs Hughes confirmed that the 

finances were in a very healthy position, so the precept could be increased but with a small 

reduction to individual householders due to the tax base.  Savings had been made on the grounds 

maintenance contract and toilets rates this financial year. 
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Cllr Haskell was pleased with the wise decisions that had been made and included future works that 

had to be done.  Cllr Carder felt the Council should be aware that this notable increase in the tax 

base was likely to be only specific to this year and that future budgets should continue to steadily 

rise.  Cllr Smith was pleased that the decisions taken by the Council for the restructuring had been 

considered.  Cllr Mrs Hughes said large increases were difficult when the reserves were healthy. 

 

Cllr Mrs Hughes proposed that the precept be set at £97,000 for 2018/19, seconded Cllr Smith, all 

in favour. 

 

6.  TO CONSIDER CHANGES TO RINGFENCED RESERVES: Cllr Mrs Hughes confirmed 

that the Council already held £60,000 in ringfenced reserves for play areas, toilets and the chapel, 

which still left a generous general fund which had been carried forward for several years.  Cllr 

Haskell was pleased to place further funds into ringfenced reserves for a specific purpose.  Cllr Mrs 

Hughes felt that more thought could be given when discussing the business plan under the new 

council structure, but suggested that £20,000 could be ringfenced for youth services to recognise the 

loss of facilities in the parish.  Cllr Smith agreed that the survey had identified a gap in the 

provision of services for young people, particularly teenagers and would welcome this proposal. 

Cllr Mrs Hunt asked whether there was any progress with the Community Asset Transfers which 

there was not. 

Ringfenced funds, if spent, would be replaced from general reserves. Wiltshire Council could not 

make any claim on the Council’s funds.  Cllr Eyles would present ideas soon to use some of the 

bequest fund.  The campus money would remain.  

  

Cllr Mrs Hughes proposed to ringfence £20,000 for youth services and £20,000 for community 

enhancement, seconded Cllr Haskell, all in favour. 

 

7.  TO CONSIDER ANY DONATION REQUESTS: None. 

 

8.  CORRESPONDENCE: None.  

 

There were no other items of general information. 

 

9.  FULL COUNCIL INFORMATION: Cllr Haskell reported that Rydon Construction had 

attended the Primary School to give a talk about site safety during the construction period.  Pewsey 

Vale School’s carol service was taking place on 19th December, 7pm at St. John’s Church with all 

members invited to attend.  

 

10. ITEMS VIA THE CLERK: None.       

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.39pm after thanking 

members for attending. 

 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………. Date……………………………………. 


